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Crime Rate
Social and Environmental Impacts on Crime Rate
On numerous occasions, criminologists have concentrated on studying the influence of biological and physiological factors on crime rates. However, research has found that social factors also have a significant impact on crime rates. In the 1900s, social changes such as urbanization resulted in congested living conditions, poor housing standards, and massive displacement. The human population was pushed from urban areas to pave the way for the construction of new cities (Malik, 2016). These factors generated criminogenic effects in the affected individuals, and are usually credited for the high crime rates witnessed at the beginning of the 20th century. Another social factor that has a significant influence on crime rates is immigration. Research has found that there is a direct relationship between crime, immigration, and victimization (Bernat, 2017). Generally, locals, especially in America, consider immigrants a threat to their well-being and tend to be violent against them. However, immigrants, especially the undocumented ones, often avoid violent and property crimes to avoid drawing attention to themselves.
Additionally, specific environmental factors exist that influence crime rates. One such environmental factor is unstable neighborhoods. American society has some areas highlighted as 'hot spots' where crimes are most likely to occur (Salehi, 2016). These areas are usually characterized by low access to public resources, high levels of poverty, and drugs and substance abuse. Researchers have gone ahead to identify urban planning as a contributing factor to crime rates. In the development phases of urban spaces, urban planning determines the location of physical features such as buildings, bridges, and roads. Through this allocation, spaces such as alleys are created in the urban areas, which, with time, end up creating opportunities for criminals (Salehi, 2016). Where poorly lit, the alleys form ‘hot spots’ where criminal activity becomes rampant. 
Impact of a National Emergency on Crime Rates
Generally, a national emergency describes a situation where a governing authority is authorized to impose policies or undertake actions that it would not have otherwise been permitted to conduct, following the occurrence of danger or threat from both local and foreign sources (Siegel, 2012). In most cases, when there is a national emergency, for instance, during the recent COVID-19 pandemic, citizens are forced to stay homeland remain indoors. Such situations change the dynamics of criminal activity. Generally, national emergencies have proven effective in reducing crime rates significantly. For instance, in 2018, statistics showed that a state of public emergency declared in St. James, Jamaica, translated to a sixty-seven percent reduction in murders in the state (Linton, 2018). 
Additionally, in 2019, the American President declared a state of emergency to secure funds to build a wall along the America-Mexico border. The President argued that the national emergency would translate to reduced crime rates through control of illegal immigration. In the weeks following the declaration of a national emergency due to the surging numbers of COVID-19 cases in America, statistics show that there was a significant reduction in the number of reported criminal activities (Jacoby, Stucka & Phillips, 2020). Similar results were reported in various states across America ns in other countries in the world. 
However, despite the positive impacts of crime reduction associated with national emergencies, they are known to change the dynamics of crime rates. While the number of violent crimes reduced drastically, the number of domestic violence cases underwent an upward surge and as evident, the number of reported domestic disturbances and violence increased by 10% in the weeks following the emergency declaration (Jacoby, Stucka & Phillips, 2020). Therefore, I think a national emergency impacts both positive and negative consequences on crime rates. 
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